
Betty Beam
I started painting portraits in oil some 

thirty years ago. Becoming bored 
looking at strange human faces on 
canvas for a few years, I switched 
to watercolor. A few of us in the 
group wanted to experiment using 
mixed media and collage along with 
watercolor. We started out meeting in 
Eve Jordon’s garage. Eve is no longer 
with us, but she was our leader and 
inspiration. Out of this experimental 
group, the Collage Artists of America 
was born along with LA Experimental 
Artists. 

LAEA meet once a month at VIVA 
and one member takes a turn in pre-
senting something new and bold to 
the others. It is a challange but very 
rewarding and…such fun!

I personally fi nd working with 
unusual textures and found objects 
very satisfying. It is never a done deal! 
Layers upon layers can become a very 
exciting work of art. 
 —Betty Beam
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